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in conmection with the split in the Partido Scclalista Demceratico (the
vompunist party 1n Colembia) which ceeurred during the Fifth Congress et
sSucaramanga, as reported i the foliowing background inform:tion 25X1A
has recently bsen reporitsd This report represents opinions
wxprassed by Alvaro San Clemsnite sarly in July at a meeting of followers

aof Gilberto Vielra White. San Clemente is e former wember of the National
Tommittes of the PSD who has not been active in the Party leadership since
“ecember 1946, bul who expscted to resume an active rols as a result of the
Longress at Bucaramsnga.

-1, DSan Clements ehargad that Augusto Duvan, the Seeretary General of the FSD
amtil the Congress at Bucaramwsnga, hod foucded within the Party a personal
political machine and surrounded himself with perzons feithful to his own
policies = policise which carried the Party to disaster during the elections
of 16 March 1947, when all elective vepresentation of the. Party was lost,
Thia mechine had enabled Duran to ipsue resclutions signed by the National
Gommitiee, but which in reality had been subscridbed to only by Duran himse.f. .

2. San Clemente further chaerged that Duran had exeeted an agreement from his
Falthful followers to kesp 2 constant vigll over Vieira, in order to dis-
covey any perscnal or political relatioms of his which might discredii him
ut the Party Comgress. Duran went to the extreme of revealing that Faruje
Tieira, sister of Gilberte, is = highly~placed and confidential employee
£ one of the Americen petroleum compavises.

3. The policy of Dursn is compleiely miuguided and contrary to the primciples
»€ Mzrx, Lemin, and Stelin, acco ding to San Clemsnte. Duren’s policy hag
sonverted the Commmmnist Parly of Coleoxbia inte an apvendage of the Liberal
Jaxty. His praiss of Alfonse Lopez and his govermment threw the proletariun
saeses into a etate of confusion and saused the disaster of the 16 Merch
slections, At the tima of the slecticve for e President in May 1946, Duran
hed endovsed the candldacy of Gabriel Turbay, a representative of "American
Copdtalism in Colombia," thereby ceusing Party membsrs to disobey the orde:s
=f the Natiomal Committes and vote for Jerge Eliecsr Gaitan., A4s 2 result
of Durants distortion of Marxist primciples meny Pasty membors becams
zonverted follcwers of the Gaitanistas. Latsr, Duran approved a pelicy of
sollaboration with the present government under Ospina Persz and theroby
1dentified the Perty with the Comservatives and Catholic reactiomaries.
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In international politics, Duran has contimed to defend the principles of
¥arl Browder, despite the latter's disgrace with the Communist Party in ths
United States. San Clemsnte charged that Duran had received mors than
¥5,000 in travelers checks from Earl Browder on a visit toc the United Stotes
about six years ago, and of this sum turned over only 1,000 Colombisn peses
to the Party treasury, appropriating the remainder for his own personal uss.

€an Clemente identified as faithful followers of Duram the following:
Exdliano Vargas, Manuel F, Ortis, William Bustillos, Romas Hsrazo Tiios,
Jesus Villegas, Jose A, larques, end Jorge E. Bayona. Bayocma, however, is
not to be trusted bacsuse of his wavering allegiance.
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